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DREAMING



“... I went out. Its late afternoon. The shops are decorated, but
closed. Dense snow begins to fall. The snow flakes were nerther
cold or heavy as they fell on the rooftops and trees. They seemed to
weave and wrap everything in a velvety, silky, white blanket. They
covered away evervthing black and gray. Its not cold at all. I walk
slowly. I'm not in a hurry. No one 1s waiting for me. I feel good.
And when someone feels good, wants that experience to last as long

as possible.

Few people come and go by. I pass next to two tall men. They are
accompanied by a woman. They are well-dressed. They look like
they are in a hurry to go somewhere. Their hats are impressive and
large. Therr black clothes shine. The striking faint orange dress of
the woman which emerges under her black coat, looks like a huge

petal of a rare flower.







Is what I am seeing, the spirit of Christmas? This feeling of warmth, love and joy that makes you want to open your
hands and embrace evervone. It's strange that I don't know exactly where this powerful feeling comes from. It 1s very
difficult for me to describe it as my heartbeat increases and makes me want to sing, laugh, have fun, give, without

necessarily warting to recerve. And all these emotions together! The spirit of Christias shines like a fire i me but I

can 't imagine Christias spirit without snow ...
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I can't believe it... I blink my eyes...... It 1s the first intercontinental train in Furope! I read and reread its sign... It’s the ‘Onient
Express’ II! I gather my courage and leap onto the stairs. I stretch out my hand, grasp the door knob of the wagon tghtly and
turn it around. I don't see anyone. There are many seats, but no people. T he large windows of the wagon are full of photos or
rather, not photos, but cards. There are cards everywhere, cards of every size and shape, with only one theme, Christimas!
1The most beautiful Christmas cards I've ever seen. The cards show wreaths and stars with gold dust, chubby babies with
Howers and golden letters, small happy children with sleds warmly dressed, lit fireplaces adorned with garlands and bright red

Christmas socks, smiling Santa Clauses.... All are so beautiful!

1 move on to the next wagon. Again, there was no one mside. This wagon was decorated with even more Christimas cards ...
and 1 the next and in the next... Is there no living soul in here?, I wondered. As I approach the front of the door of the
sixth wagon, a golden sign flashed in front of me. I took a step back and it read: ‘First Class Dining Room’ and I remember
the words of my grandmother: "Only royal families, princes, princesses, heads of state, rich people and various others who

love luxury enter this tramn.” And I'm thinking... “but I am not one of them!”



How did I find myself in here? ... Without realizing it, my hand turns the door knob... Inside, a huge Christimas
tree dominates the space. 1all, dense with a deep green color and decorated from top to bottom with silver stars,
golden hearts, white angels, colourful balls and Christimas cards hanging from its branches. Next to the tree 1s a
work of art. It is huge. Under the frame, a small sign says: “I he Adoration of the Shepherds by Jacob Jordaens” I
am impressed by the bright, chubby Holy infant shimmering like a precious huge diamond i his mother's warm

arms, surrounded by shepherds, young shepherds and a shepherdess.



i/




THE AWAKENING












CATALOGUE OF THE WORKS

Nikolaos Gyzis D
(1842 -1901) '
Mother of God, study, 1989
Oil on paper

38X38cm

inv. no: P 596

Nikolaos Gyzis

(1842 -1901)
Telemachos, ca. 1890
Oil on panel

40X 32 cm

E. Koutlidis Foundation
Collection

inv. no: K. 4

Pierre Louis Leger Vauthier
(1845 - 1916) ¥
Snow Removal in the !\’\ﬂ.
Streets of Paris & 7!

Oil on canvas

38X 46 cm

E. Koutlidis Foundation Collection

Inv. no: K. 1059

Nikolaos Gyzis

(1842 -1901)

The Artist’s Daughter, ca. 1880
Oil on canvas

23X 18 cm

E. Koutlidis Foundation
Collection

inv. no: K. 53

Abraham Lambertsz Tempel
(1622 - 1672)

Study for bearded old man, 1618
15,5X 13,1 cm

Donated by Grigoris Maraslis

inv. no: P. 424/2

Nikolaos Gyzis

(1842 — 1901 )

The Artist’s son Telemachos, 1890 - 1895
Charcoal, chalk on dark paper

14X 10,5 cm

Inv. no: P. 631/1

\
)

Periklis Vyzantios
(1893 -1972)
Figures

Oil on cardboard
33X24cm

inv. no.: P. 3331

Spyros Vikatos
(1878 - 1960)
Christmas Tree
Oil on canvas
77 X150 cm
inv. no: P. 484

Georgios lakovidis
(1855 - 1932)
The Refugee Girl/
Sleeping Flower Girl (after 1900)
Oil on canvas
100 X 79 cm
E. Koutlidis Foundation
Collection
inv. no: K. 290



Georgios Samarzis

(1868 — 1925)

Landscape with a Train, 1899

Oil on canvas

33x65cm

E. Koutlidis Foundation Collection
inv. no: K. 401

Jacobs Jordaens

(1593 - 1678)

The Adoration of the Shepherds
ca. 1615-1616

Oil on canvas

151X 168 cm

Alexandros Soutsos Bequest
inv. no: P. 189

Nikolaos Gyzis
(1842 -1901)
Still life with cake
Oil on paper
28 X 20,5cm
inv. no: P.3704

Alexandros Kaloudis

(1853 — 1923)

Kourambiedes (Christmas cookies)
QOil on panel

16 X 24 cm

E. Koutlidis Foundation Collection
inv. no: K. 656

Epameinondas Thomopoulos
(1878 - 1976)

The Snow Tree, 1932

Oil on canvas

94 X 62,5 cm

inv. no: M. 479



CREDITS

Concept, Texts, Editing
Frym Karz
Museums’ Educator For Pre And Primary Schools

Photos
Stavros Psiroukis
Thalia Kimpari

December 2022
©National Gallery And Alexandros Soutsos Museum



